From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Brien Pepperdine <pepperb@gov.on.ca> 

Subject: accessory xtals for Drake 

Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.3.90.950915150917 .14404B-100000@govonca2> 


One wonderful discovery upon examining the Drake R4A and T4X I was able 
to buy was the fact that the accessory xtal slots will get me 160 m and 
the WARC bands too once I get the xtals ordered and installed. 


For now at least, given 16.95 per xtal or so, I will get xtals for the 
R4A and use transcieve with the revr providing the vfo sig. for the 
transmitter. 


The manuals are a bit confusing (to me at least) since the R4A manual 
says if I intend to transceive I should consult the xtal chart for the 
transmitter; BUT... the transmitter manual says on page 20 that given 
there are more slots in the rcvr I should use the slots there (obviously). 


So, do I just use the simpler revr chart (eg. 12.6 for 160 m., 21.1 for 
30 m. band) or the more complex and discrete transmitter chart (20.8 xtal 
for 30 m). 

Seems to me the transmitter chart would lead to all the bands starting at 
the proper place on tuning (1.5 - 3 Mhz, and 10.000 - 10.500) 

But at this point there seems to be 2 ways to go, so I am looking for 
anyone who has done this to point the way to the preferable chart to use. 


Thanks. 


Brien 
Toronto 


pepperb@gov.on.ca 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: CIS Mail and Tubes Update 

Message-ID: <950916003837_71333.144_DHQ53-4@CompuServe. COM> 


CIS mail was giving me some problems last week but I think it is fixed now... 
Tube project status: Some orders have ben shipped. Most have not. I am still 
sorting and pulling for those whose requested tubes exceeded my original 
posted range. I am trying to make sure that at least 

[D 

[D 

[Deveryone gets at least some of what they asked for. Please be patient and 


your patience will be rewarded. 
Thanks. 
73, Don 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Drake trivia question: And the answer is... 
Message-ID: <9509151628 .AAQ3063@bock.ih.att.com> 


Neat. Actually, almost all of the "late" tube rcvrs with separate preselector 
controls can get 2 or 3 bands of freqs on any given setting. 

The SX-117 can be set to the "image" band of some bands, and most 

of its ranges let the preselector tune directly down its IF strip at 6 MHz. 
The dial may read backwards when you pull these tricks. 


The KWM-2 has a separate, narrow preselector band for each ham band, 
and its IF is way down at 3 MHz, so this trick doesn't work. 
Well, maybe time to hunt for those LO harmonics... 


BTW, I collect the 1925 era homebrew superhet BC sets with the two 
big knobs, Osc. and Antenna tuning. These late tube preselector sets 
remind me of those old hunkers -- brfing back 2-handed tuning :-) 

73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk> 

Subject: EMM 8--- tubes 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509161942.A16158-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk> 


Somebody had a request for EMM8-something a while ago. 


Please get in touch if still need those. 
73 Rag oz8ro 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Flea pickin's 

Message-ID: <9509151642 .AAQ3088@bock.ih.att.com> 


I have what I think is The Radio Handbook, from very early '5@s I think. 
More detail and rigor than the ARRL Handbook of the era. 

Includes some very advanced stuff for hte time, like the Costas Loop 
synchronous detector for DSB. Hmmm, maybe this is 1957 edition, 

will have to look. I'm not really looking to sell it, just wanted to 


second the motion to buy these when you find ‘em. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: "Hal R. Waite" <halwaite@netcom.com> 

Subject: FS: Radio Handbook 5th. Edition 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950916100554 .19383B-100000@netcom10> 


This is the 1938 Edition in good condition. It shows wear from use but 
the binding is good and all pages are intact and not torn. This is a 
duplicate from my collection. 


$17.00 + $3.00 Priority Mail 


Hal KA4GFI/7 halwaite@netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: Govt. Cont. Nos, How to Lookup? 

Message-ID: <179706@w5ddl.aara.org> 


How does one go about looking up the specifics of a government contract 
order for electronic gear knowing the contract or order number? 


I have several order numbers that I'd like to research. Is there a 
server or central library on this? 


Thanks, 


Tom 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel .com> 

Subject: Hammarlund HC-10 Price, etc. 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.950916111445. gsyoungma@gyoungma. gtetel.com> 


Anyone care to offer a comment as to whether $300 is a reasonable price for a 
"mint" condition Hammarlund HC-10? (Geez, that's more than I paid for the 
SP-600 I would use it with!) 


Couple of other related questions: 


Is there a material difference between the HC-10 and the SPC-10 other than 
form factor? In particular, does the HC-10 provide an AVC output to drive the 


host receiver's AVC line like the SPC-10 does? 


Are the any customs duties involved in BA transactions between individuals 
across the VE-land border? 


Thanks .. Grant/NQ5T 


Grant Youngman -- NQ5T 


Once upon a time (and maybe again): K5VCM 
and for a while WOJXE, KH6HHC, WB4BBD 


sgyoungma@stetel.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Hammarlund HC-10 Price, etc. 

Message-ID: <950916124345_ 20936603@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


HC-10 price: if it is mint, thats about the going rate. 

HC-10/SPC-10: you can use the Hc -10 w/ sp-600, IF you put a 2700 ohm 2 watt 
or 5 watt resister in the IF input, either in the line before it enters the 
unit, or at the input point. sp-600 IF out is greater then the HC-10 can 
handle without the resister. 

AVC question: yes it does 

robert 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Heath VF-1 power supply 

Message-ID: <9509160358.AA04477@kali> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 


From: "Cain, Jim, K1TN" <jcain@arrl.org> 
Subject: RE: knobs 


I just picked up a Heath VF-1 with wrong knobs, no manual, 
xtal plug replaced with an RCA plug, and lord knows what 


might be changed inside (will find out this weekend). 


And of course the VF-1 needs a power supply (it comes with 
an octal plug to fit an AT-1 transmitter!), when they pbly 
could have included a power supply for five bucks and 
saved everybody a lot of trouble 35 years later. I dunno 
if I can find the parts at Radio Shack to generate 250 VDC 
and 6.3 VAC. Pbly can, at more than the new, in 1955, 

cost of the VF-1 ($19.50). 


----- End Included Message ----- 


OK, I'm overstepping my bounds here but I would bet that 
Radio Shack would have everything you need. 


I assume RS still sells 6.3V transformers. Buy two. Wire the 
AC input to the primary of one, and then pick off the filament supply 
from the secondary. Also hook the SECONDARY of the second transfomer 
to the SECONDARY of the first, which will step the 6VAC back up to 
approximately 120V again. Then take the output of that and find an 
ARRL handbook (should be easy where you are, Jim!) and put a voltage 
doubler circuit on the output. RS probably only sells low voltage capacitors, 
but if you're in a pinch, buy a handful and series them to get the voltage 
rating... I'm sure you could cobble up some voltage regulation in there 
to boot. 


Hey, what will you be using it with? I would imagine just about 
any tube transmitter or receiver would have approximately the right 
B+ and I doubt that is absolutely critical anyway. 


If you find yours has been heavily modified anyway, there was 
a recent Electric Radio article about solid-stating the VF-1, and 
I think it was another of Dave Ishmael's beautiful projects. 


Good luck with the VFO. I have a Trio I'd like to attach to the 
Drake 2-NT here but I have to change the PS caps first. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk> 

Subject: Re: Key with make and break contacts 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509160639 .A9226-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk> 


I have a couple of vintage keys which will do this and I am prepared to 
part with a couple - for a price. 


73 Rag OZ8RO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: RE: knobs 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950915135642 .6064A-100000@iglou2> 


Keep your eyes open for someone selling knobs. That's where they all went. 


Steve 
n4l1q@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com 

Subject: RE Knobs 

Message-ID: <950915142807_100360469@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


Hi gang, 


I'll throw in my two cents worth. I think probably the reason that knobs 
disappear from radios like Knight, Heath, Halli, some Nationals and the like 
is the poor quality of the knob. Most of those knobs have no bushing inside 
for the setscrew to thread through. Overtighten the knob and you crack the 
knob. Too, older people with arthritic [?] fingers can't get a decent grip 
on many small knobs with no deep flutes and so they get changed out. Then 
there are the Main tuning knobs that don't lend themselves to quick changes 
over large distances of the dial. National knobs were knkown to deform all 
on there own and many were replaced because they started to rub on the 
faceplate of the radio, mostly the main tuning knobs on NC-173's and 183's. 
I've seen a bunch of those. So the replacemnent ends up being a mil surplus 
piece from Dakaware. I'm sure that a buch of Original HQ-129X main knobs 
were pitched because they were a pain to try to use. You can't get hold of 
the stupid things. I've only seen two of those radios with the original 
knobs [ they called them tire knobs] in the last ten years. 
But I believe breakage is the #42 culprit. Be careful with that screwdriver 


73 


KIM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 


Subject: Re: knobs 
Message-ID: <9509151729 .AA03155@bock.ih.att.com> 


You didn't use much Hallaicrafters gear, did you? 
Or a brand-new last week Vectron antenna tuner? 


Certain vintage Halli knobs get old and crack when the setscrew is tightened. 
I've passed up lots of HT-32s and the like cuz of such broken knobs, 

or wrong knobs substituted for them. It's a real problem with Halli 

gear since most of their knobs carry the labeling on their skirts, 

with just an index mark on the panel. 


I agree with you that most knobs, certainly Bakelite, metal, 
or hard wood, last forever if not abused. 


When Voyager find the planet in the cetner of the galazy made of odd socks, 
there will probably be lots of knobs there too, plus spare setscrews :-) 
73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com> 

Subject: RE: knobs 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.950915224933. gsyoungma@gyoungma. gtetel.com> 


On Fri, 15 Sep 1995 13:03:39 -0500 (CDT) Steve Ellington wrote: 

> 

>Keep your eyes open for someone selling knobs. That's where they all went. 
> 

An ad, placed in HTYS by the Ghost of Christmas Future: 


RARE Heath Grey Knobs. Near MINT. No obvious user mods. Work perfectly. 
Should clean up to absolutely museum/collector quality. These are left side 
knobs only -- don't know what happened to the right ones. But they look great 
on the right side of Heath equipment anyway .... 

I have two -- $750.00 ea or $1200.00 for the pair. You pay shipping ;-) :-) 
Grant/NQ5T 


Grant Youngman -- NQ5T 


Once upon a time (and maybe again): K5VCM 
and for a while WOJXE, KH6HHC, WB4BBD 


gyoungma@gstetel.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: knobs 

Message-ID: <9509160347 .AAQ04469@kali> 


Knobs disappear on the trip to a hamfest. My theory is that they 
silently unlock the trunk, and then fly away. Perhaps 

it's knob karma...if they do well working that Antenna Trim 
control, they get to join matching speakers, Heath fused power 
cords, and National Select-O-Jects orbiting Saturn. 


--Andy 


P.S. More than likely they wind up as parts for projects when the 

rig they came from has been sitting on a shelf for 10 years. Is 

it any wonder then, that Dave Newkirk took the tone control completely 
out of the SW-4A he sold me (via Jim Kearman), and then when I find 

a copy of a sync detector article in QST (Jul 93 I think), sure 

as shootin' there's a Drake knob on on his breadboarded sync unit? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: morse 

Message-ID: <9509152052.AA03215@bock.ih.att.com> 


Speaking of the "dash plauged" COntinental (radio CW) code, 
does anyone know why 'J' is didahdahdah instead of either 
dididahdah or didahdidah? Were those two shorter sequences 
taken for some extra letters in foreigh alphabets? 

Ox someobody just asleep at the key? 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Other theories on knob loss 

Message-ID: <199509151809.LAA24482@hobbes .UCSC .EDU> 


On some Heathkits, and no doubt other products, the knobs were rather 
weak, so if you tightened the setscrew too tight the result was a cracked 
knob. 


With those push-on knobs having a spring to hold them on 
children pull them off and lose them 
the spring rusts and loses its springiness and then the knob falls off 
someone replaced a volume control, and the replacement didn't have the 
correct amount of shaft flattening, so the old knob wouldn't go on 
or wouldn't stay on 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: PTOs, so what? 

Message-ID: <9509152110.AA03229@bock.ih.att.com> 


Why is so much mystique attached to PTO (slug coil) tuning 
compared to good old variable capacitors? 


I think it was established earlier in this group that PTO 
is not intrinsically linear, ie, the inductance does not 
nce'ly drop as the inverse square of slug removal distance. 
(necessarily). 


SOme mentioned that COllins et al had developed the art of winding 
the turn sneavier on one end, and spacing them just right with shims, 
and all kinds of kludges. 


I've seen a lot of beautifully shaped vari-cap plates that could tune 
just as linearly as anything else, especially if you have bendable 
sections in the outer plate. THe HRO sets came pretty close. 


Also, a vari-cap circuit can be aligned to agree with the dial 
(or another gang) in THREE places -- a trimmer at the high end, 
a series padder cap at the low end, and a coil slug in the middle. 


That's in addition to adjusting the relation of the capacitor shaft 

to the dial indicator. When you adjust slugs up and down in your R390A 
or Collins, that's really all you're doing. An R390A has this "shaft" 
adjustment pl;us a trimmer cap, or 2 adjustments versus 4 on a complete 
Vari-cap circuit. 


You can add a series trimmer inductor to a PTO, like the KWM-2's PTO, 
upping the adjustments to 3 out of the cap-system's 4. 


I think that with equal care in design and construction, a capacitor-tuned 
radio can be better than any inductance-tuned set. Besides, the inductor's 
Q goes way down at the high-frequency end from the resistance of all the 
"wasted" turns. 


What's happened is that PT has been used in some VERY fine radios -- 


Collins, Zenith FM, Drake. And PT can be made more compact and rugged. 


But to say some model of Drake is inferior cuz it isn't PTOed.... 
I say Drake is as Drake does. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math. hawaii. edu> 

Subject: Re: QRP & tubes (a "sub" qr (fwd) 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950915083524 .29148C -100000@kahuna> 


Gang: This idea of a Tube+Homebrew mail list is really taking off. 
If you want to join you'll have to send an email to: 
sskelton@cln.etc.bc.ca and ask to be placed on the list. Right 

now it's just email with about 1 1/2 dozen people on the To: line. 
We need someone with Listproc, Listserv, or MajorDomo to take over 
this thing! I guess the title of the list will be "Glowbugs". 


Jeff NH6IL 


Here's the info: 


From: Stan Skelton <sskelton@cln.etc.bc.ca> 

Subject: glowbugs list for QRP & tubes 
brucerob@epas.utoronto.ca, camqrp@aol.com, 
don_burns-epurol@email.mot.com, gtkq4al@qnet.com, joe@westonia.com, 
k5erj@aol.com, kanga@bright.net, karty@ncr.disa.mil, kaul@netcom.com, 
ke4iof@aol.com, kiésn@pe.net, larry_mull@pdxml1.mentorg.com, 
nwqrp@scn.org, pharden@aoc.nrao.edu, rohre@arlut.utexas.edu, 
slee@u.washington.edu, washpenn!swider@vax.cs.pitt.edu 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9509141336.B7729-0100000@sparky> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi all...I posted a message on the qrp-1l maillist asking about winding 


coils for a qrp "tube" rig..... I received nearly 20 responses, many of 
them indicating they were also interested in building tube, qrp rigs 
and could I please forward any info I received to them....the best way 


to do this, of course, is to batch e-mail addresses.... 

I took your address from the message you sent me, 

IF YOU DON'T WANT TO BE ON MY E-MAIL BATCH LIST, LET ME KNOW AND 
I'LL CUT YOU OFF! (no my name isn't Bobbit)...I would appreciate it if 


you would include me on your e-mail batch list. 


A short word about myself..... I'm a new ham, and although I have built 


audio and computer components for a few years, I have never built any 
transmitting or receiving stuff..... I really like the idea of building 
"old fashioned" tube qrp rigs and will need lots of help..... My QTH is 
Kimberley BC Canada and I am only active at present on 2 meters. Come 
October, (after I pass my CW exam) I will have unlimited access to 80 
and 160 Meters. 


If you send a message to the qrp-l, please also CC a copy of it to your 
batch (I'm calling mine "glowbugs"), I'll also put the word "glowbugs" 
in the subject line of any message I think applies to us, that I post 
on the qrp-l..... Any private messages I get that apply to gqrp & tubes, 
T'll "bounce" to the glowbug batch........ This should make information 
much more accessible to all of us..... 


Arjen.Raateland@vyh.fi...............0000- Arjen 
don_burns-epurol@email.mot.com............ Don Burns 
pharden@aoc.nrao.edu....... 2... eee eee ee Paul Harden NA5N 
kaul@netcom.com.......... 2c eee eee eee eens Alan Kaul 
rohre@arlut.utexas.edu............ 00. eee ee Stuart K5KVH 
kartys@ncr.disa.mil........... 2... cee eee Steven Wilson 
JoeG@westonia.cOM......... cee eee eee eee eee Joseph Cooper N2EDF 
washpenn! swider@vax.cs.pitt.edu........... Rob KB3BFM 
K@ATOPCAOL COM s ccs. daa ees ke ede Mark KE4IOF 
NWQTP@SCN.OTS.. 1... ee eee ee ee eee Brian KV9X 
CamqrpO@aol com. ..0. 3 wna eee eda ee bee es Cam N6GA 
kanga@bright.net............ cee eee eee ee Bill Kelsey N8ET 
kKbEx 7 OAL COM: orccccesead, geieens aed We scee ah atacess Ed K5ERJ 

bob. liesenfeld@hamlink.mn.org............. Bob WBOPOQ 
slee@u.washington.edu.............-22200 ee Stephen Lee 
brucerob@epas.utoronto.ca............0200- Bruce VE3UWL 
stkq4al@qnet.com.......... eee ee eee eee eee Grover Tolliver 
KIGSNOPEs NOLS wks aang Oh AeA Se vA nnn ls Richard Fisher KI6SN 
larry_mull@pdxml1.mentorg.com............. Larry Mull AB7GZ 


(the following list you can just simply "import" into your 
batch list & save typing) 


Arjen.Raateland@vyh.f£i,don_burns-epuro1@email.mot.com, 
pharden@aoc.nrao.edu, kaul@netcom.com, rohre@arlut.utexas.edu, 
kartys@ncr.disa.mil,joe@westonia.com,washpenn! swider@vax.cs.pitt.edu, 
ke4iof@aol.com,nwqrp@scn.org,camqrp@aol.com, kanga@bright.net, 
k5erj@aol.com,bob.liesenfeld@hamlink.mn.org,slee@u.washington.edu, 
brucerob@epas.utoronto.ca, gtkq4al@qnet.com,ki6ésn@pe.net, 
larry_mull@pdxml1.mentorg.com,sskelton@cln.etc.bc.ca 


TtFn....Stan VE7SKT 73's to all... 


Jef£ NH6IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: wlfuqu00@service1.uky.edu (Bill Fuqua) 

Subject: Re: qrp & tubes..glowbugs..sparks in keys?? 
Message-ID: <199509161729 .NAA20892@service1.uky.edu> 


I have found it interesting that many of the new RF experts and hams know 
little about older and what they consider obsolete techniques. I have just 
finished working on an linear acclerator 6 (MeV) with a 15 MHz RF bunching 
system. This uses a 15MHz oscillator and amplifiers to produce about 
30Qwatts and a autotuned LC circuit to keep it on resonance. The engineer 
uses at least a 10 IC's in the autotune circuit with a dozen adjustments. 

In the "old days" only a few tubes would have been used and you would not 
have to go back and constantly retune the electronics. I have designed auto 
tune circuits for resonators up to a Q of 2000 and only used 3 ICs and only 
one or two pots to adjust. 


Some how the new generation of engineers are not learning from the 
experiences of us old guys. At least those that become hams and get involved 
with boatanchors learn from something from it and become better engineers. 


I know techs that make better engineers than some new graduates. They just 
lack the math and physics to handle the details of some designs. But their 
experience, intuition, and practical knowledge are all extremely valuable. 


I hear a number of home brew solid state rigs on the air that are T5 and 
worse. I have noticed that some have problems of the crystal jumping modes 
(series and parallel) and chirp. By the way, a transistors interelectrode 
capacitance changes orders of magnitude with a wide change of collector 
voltage while tubes do not change interelectrode capacitance much at all. 
I'd like to hear a one transistor oscillator compared to a one tube 
oscillator on the air (keyed). Which one would you think chirp the most. The 
one transistor one would loose against a pentode tube oscillator. And if it 
was of a VFO type the transistor would be awful. 


73 
Bill ko4ww 


William L. Fuqua III P.E. 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 


CP-177 Chem. Phys. Bldg. 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, Ky 40506-0055 
E-mail WLFUQUOO@POP.UKY.EDU 
Phone (606) 257-4155 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: RE Knobs 

Message-ID: <9509152256.AA03257@bock.ih.att.com> 


Hear, hear! I also posted about plastic knobs that break, 
and yes it's the lack of metal bushing inserts. 


When I brought home my first BA rx, an HQ-129X, nearly 20 years ago 

(oops, that's my first BA bought in Illinois, not counting the R100 and RAS/HRO 
Jr), 

the first thing I did was remove all those non-human-engineered knobs and put on 
modern gray ones similar to Heath's. Never did find a good spinner knob 

for the tuning dials. 


Luckily, just in case this thing became a collctor item, I saved all the 
originals. 


Any other BA lovers who xusex a particular rx, ever change out some 
knobs to feel and work better, and keep the originals in a safe place? 


BTW, I now think the best looking knobs for a 129X are some generic black plastics 
with white pointer groove. Turns out they look a lot like an SP600's, 
so Lloyd H. won't turn in his grave. 


Halli knobs break easily but they work and feel good while they last. 
73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Re: RE Knobs 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950915204553 .25975B-100000@ig1lou> 


> and yes it's the lack of metal bushing inserts. 

> 

Like the Ten-Tec stuff. I bought an Omni c with a stripped knob. Ten Tec 
sent me a new improved model. No, it didn't have a metal insert. Just 


better plastic. 


8 years ago I bought an R390. Got tired of tuning that thing real quick 
so I found a huge 4" knob with a crank which came from a microfische 
reader/printer. Later I sold the 390 with that knob and still have the 
original one here. Wonder if it has any value? 


Steve 
n41q@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Removing a National PW dial? 

Message-ID: <9509151619.AA03049@bock.ih.att.com> 


Good post. I tried to remove the PW dial from my NC101X and it wasn't interested. 
Loosened the setscrew but the dial is still firmly attached. 

Don't know if I can get to it from the rear, since my tuning gangs run 

fore-aft rather than left-right. 


And I THINK you have to remove the PW dial, and all other knobs, 

to get the NC100 series out of the cabinet. Not you must remove it to fix 

much of anything, but it would be nice to clean crud out of the corners, 

and remove the coil catacomb for cleaning -- I think you have to remove the 
chassis from the outer case to unscrew the big guide rod that the cat slides on. 


I'd appreciate any more hints that show up on the BA List, thanks. 
73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: W3BJZ@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Snappy Crackle (Pop!) Finishes 

Message-ID: <950915154459_100414431@emout04.mail.aol.com> 


Go to any Harley Davison Motocycle Shop and ask for a spray can of wrinkle 
finish paint. Motorcyclists use this stuff on their manifolds, etc. Readily 
available. 


Dave, W3BIZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 

From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com> 

Subject: Re: Snappy Crackle (Pop!) Finishes 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.950915225943. syoungma@gyoungma. gtetel.com> 


On Fri, 15 Sep 1995 14:49:39 -0500 (CDT) W3BJZ@aol.com wrote: 

>Go to any Harley Davison Motocycle Shop and ask for a spray can of wrinkle 
>finish paint. Motorcyclists use this stuff on their manifolds, etc. Readily 
>available. 


I finally found a job shop powder coating establishment in Dallas (Garland) 
that is doing my SP600 cabinet, including blast stripping, for a very 
reasonable price in a gray wrinkle that is just the right color. 


While there, the proprietor showed me some beautiful Harley parts being done 
in an irridescent coating called "candy". Absolutely gorgeous stuff -- 
although I resisted my wife's suggestion that the purple would look good on 
the SP600 :-) 


Anyway, if any BA'ers in the DFW area have been looking for a powder coat shop 
that will do one-piece jobs reasonably, drop me an Email and I'll give you the 
info. 


Grant/NQ5T 


Grant Youngman -- NQ5T 


Once upon a time (and maybe again): K5VCM 
and for a while WOJXE, KH6HHC, WB4BBD 


gyoungma@sgtetel.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: space charge regen 

Message-ID: <9509151711.AA03132@bock.ih.att.com> 


This reminds me of something that in 30 years of radio collecting, 
I'd always wondered why nobody did it. 

Recently I learned that James Millen and friends at National would 
feel dissed by being called "nobodies." 


The trick is to build a mixer (with separate oscillator) by feeding 

the signal to the 1st grid of a pentode, and the LO to the screen grid. 
THe original multigrid mixer! Could probably be made to self-oscillate 
as a converter, but National wouldn't do anything that chintzy :-) 


The original mid-30s HRO and NC- series rx use this trick. 

It doesn't give the RF-LO isoltation that a pentagrid mixer would, 

but has to be better than simply adding the two signals and overdriving 
the one grid. 


I've never seen it used on a home radio, including the early 24A tetrode 
superhets, 
but then I haven't seen ‘em all yet. 73, mike k w9nrd 


PS: There was a good 1925 vintage home superhet design where the LO was 
injected via the PLATE. No B++ at all besides the rather heavy oscillator 
RF voltage. Remember, plate modulation is mulitplicative mixing, the best kind. 


This "Ultradyne" superhet mixer was explained by its designer as a diode 
detector (of the LO) whose forward resistance was varied by the incoming RF 
signal on the single grid (this used a triode). Another collector 

of antique superhets referred to this as "space charge" mixing. 

73, mike k 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: mshaum@xnet.com (Mark Shaum) 

Subject: Stancor A-3893 Mod Xf£mr 

Message-ID: <199509161556.KAA19733@quake. xnet.com> 


Would anybody happen to have a spec sheet on the Stancor A-3893 60 Watt mod 
transformer? I picked one up this summer and would like to pop it into a 
corner of my 100 watt 160/80/40 meter CW rig along with a pair of 6L6's. 
I've attempted to measure the turns/impedance ratios but am coming up with 
somewhat confusing readings. 


Also nice to be back on the list, on the air occasionally and chewing up my 
fingers with these homebrew projects again after a three month hiatus. I've 
switched my list mode to digest form, it's the only way I'll ever be able to 
catch up with the reading! 


73! - Mark, NE9G mshaum@xnet.com or fido Mark Shaum @ 1:115/551 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: maccary@on-ramp.ior.com 

Subject: SX73 a SWL RX? 

Message-ID: <mOstmCx-Q00RotC@on-ramp.ior.com> 


I have some questions about a Hallidrifter BA, the SX73. Was this RX 


designed as SWL equipment? I don't know what differences, if any, exist 
between the commercial and the military versions but the military R274D/FRR 
has little bandspread on the ham bands but is great as a general coverage 
RX. They tune from the bottom of the BC band through Channel 2TV and seem 
quite stable and sensitive. It is single conversion below 6mHz and dual 
above and has provision for 6 xtal controlled pre-set channels. The coils 
are housed in a large rotating drum, a la TV sets of the ‘50s, and the 
tuning capacitor is a really weird assembly of variously shaped and sized 
units hung together with flexible couplers. 


Does anyone out in BA land collect cans? I'm partial to high impedance ones 
because I try out various crystal set plans and those 30 ohm stereo headsets 
won't cut it. Some of mine are: a Utah, Newcomb, Tower Scientific Navy Type, 
Trimm Professional, Trimm Featherweight(must be feather from a cast iron 
bird), and a Cannon-Ball Empire. 


Mac - -WONAX 
Lawrence M. MacCary --- A Subscriber at Internet On-Ramp, Inc. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Trades 

Message-ID: <950916004904_71333.144_DHQ53-5@CompuServe. COM> 


TRADES: WE FT-220-A 3 receiver rack for command set receivers, black 
Panoramic PCA-2T-200 Panadapter, 1948 vintage or so 
National 8" speaker, color matches HRO-60 or NC-183 but 
this is the smaller one 


TRADE FOR: BC-348 shockmount, shockmount for 3-receiver command set rack, 
DM-28 dynamotor, any Millen power supply, allicrafters SX-62 matching 
speaker, National Select-O-Ject, PE-110 power supply, RA-34 power supply, 
LS-3 speakers or.... 

up or down, whatever.... 

Thanks. 73, Don 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 16 13:59:56 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Trimm headphones 

Message-ID: <9509160522 .AAQ4528@kali> 


From: maccary@on-ramp.ior.com 
Subject: SX73 a SWL RX? 


Does anyone out in BA land collect cans? I'm partial to high impedance ones 
because I try out various crystal set plans and those 30 ohm stereo headsets 
won't cut it. Some of mine are: a Utah, Newcomb, Tower Scientific Navy Type, 
Trimm Professional, Trimm Featherweight(must be feather from a cast iron 
bird), and a Cannon-Ball Empire. 


----- End Included Message ----- 


Hi, Mac, and everyone... I picked up a pair of Trimm Feathers 
recently, along with another Trimm pair, for $2 apiece. Would you happen 
to know the impedance of the Featherweights? I'll check the model of 
the others when I get home. 


Another question: I was planning on building a tube regen set, 
and most of the designs I see place B+ on one side of the phones. Now, 
how dangerous is this, exactly? I don't remember seeing a lot of ARRL 
Handbook warnings about electrocution, and I assume the plastic housing would 
protect you from coming in contact with B+ anywhere on the phones. I 
may still use a transformer, just to be safe! 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


P.S. Those Trimms are featherweights compared to say, a set of Brandes of 
the day! 


